
Ancient Kingdoms: States of the Middle Niger 

3. The Domination of Mali and the Emergence of the Songhay 

Three related aspects of historical developments on the Middle Niger between 
the thirteenth and the fifteenth Century are distinguishable: the political, the dyn-
astic and the ethnic. Beginning with the political, this period saw the expansion 
of Mali from the upper Niger to the eastern Niger bend. Up to now, the rise of 
Mali and the inclusion of the Gao kingdom into this empire have mostly been 
described with the presumption of an ethnically homogeneous and stable situa- 
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