
From Ghana and Mali to Songhay: The Mande Factor in Gao History 

2, The Almoravids and Dynastie Changes in Ghana and Gao 

The deep involvement of the rulers of Gao-Saney with the spread of Islam sug-
gests an extensive previous exposure to the new religion. In Ghana the long last-
ing impact of Islam led to the overthrow of divine kingship and to the subsequent 
rise of an Isiamic state.83 Because of geographical proximity, these revolutionary 
changes in Ghana were highly relevant for the history of the Gao kingdom in the 
Almoravid period. Indeed, there are good reasons to suppose that the heartlands 
of Ghana were not situated in Kumbi Saleh at a distance of 850 km from Gao, 
äs is generally believed, but in the Lakes region of the Niger at a distance of only 
400 km. While the written evidence of the tenth and the eleventh centuries con-
cerning the capital of Ghana Supports its localization in the semi-desert region of 
Kumbi Saleh, the textual data of the twelfth Century would appear to show that 
the kings of Ghana were established in the much more fertile Lakes region of the 
river Niger.84 Furthermore, the archaeological sites in this region, dating from the 
fourth to the twelfth Century, include a number of royal burial mounds.85 Finally, 
it is in Tendirma, the centre of the Lakes region, that Zarma tradition locates 
the point of departure of the legendary flight of Mali Bero to the east,afi On the 
basis of the written, archaeological and oral evidence, it must be concluded that, 

n° 25a. The corresponding dates for these are 1203, 1280(?), and 1253 AD (Imcriptions, §§ 
545-547). Similarly the Fulani jihadists adopted the Hausa language a short time after their 
conquest of Hausaland at the beginning of the nineteenth Century (Barth, Travels, I, 493-495, 
476-477). 

83 Lange, "Chure", 169-173; id., "Almoravid expansion", 326-342. 
84 Ibn Hawqal, al-Bakrl, al-Zuhrl, al-Idrisi in: Levczion/Hopkins, Corptu, 46, 79-80, 98, 

109-110; Lange, "Almoravid expansion", 326-338. 
85 In the region between Sumpi and Goundam up to fifteen artificial elevations have been 

counted which seem to correspond to royal burial mounds (Raimbault/Sanogo, "Problema- 
tique des buttes", 249-269, 520-522), See also Mauny, Tableau, 93-111. 

86 Urvoy, Histoire, 58; Gado, Zarmatarey, 143; Olivier de Sardan, Concepts, 407. 
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